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gold mine for a number of colonists, and provided
employment for some of the many Berbers who have
trekked northwards
Not only have the authorities to show what can be
done, but they have also to change the minds of the
people At present, owing to drought and economic
crisis, Berber faith in agriculture as a means of livelihood
has been badly shaken, and since, thanks to peace and
improved hygiene, their numbers have risen rapidly,
all the French genius for agriculture is needed to keep
them on the land and prevent a general exodus north-
wards, which will add to the unemployment and over-
crowding in the towns Once they see a living can be
made on the land by means of irrigation and intense
cultivation then, as far as many parts of the country
are concerned, the victory will have been won
Irrigation works and barrages have increased the
value of land in several areas, and it is proposed the
natives should benefit therefrom, as the following
example illustrates
A barrage on the Oum erRebia has been constructed
providing sufficient water for 40,000 hectares, 25,000
of which are suitable for irrigation Twelve thousand
Berbers cultivate cereals in this area, which formerly
produced twenty cwt to the hectare in a normal
season and nothing in a dry, the land being worth about
two hundred francs a hectare Now it seems likely
that the irrigation will increase land value to 1,000
francs a hectare and destroy any possibility of crop
failure
Unfortunately the Berber farmer, who does not
understand irrigation, has no money for intensive culti-
vation, and only obtains perhaps a three-cwt crop to
the hectare where a colonist obtains twenty He fails